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Water from the Colorado River flows to the valley through 
a canal and an aqueduct, and is used to recharge the aquifer

The aquifer receives small 
amounts of water from 
snowmelt and rainfall

99%
of the  

Coachella Valley’s  
water supply  

is groundwater

The State of The Aquifer

Who Uses  
This Groundwater?

Million

Million
6 Million
families of four 
for one year

facilities  
have recharged  
3.1 million acre-feet

400,000
people

66,000
acres of farmland

7,000
businesses

9
cities

Temperatures up to

120ºF
Our Dry Climate

rainfall annually
3 - 4"

100% of wastewater is 
recycled by DWAWhile groundwater 

levels are declining, 
CVWD and DWA are 

working hard to replenish the 
groundwater basin and ensure 
a reliable water supply for  
the region. Since 1973, the 
agencies have imported  
more than 3.1 million acre- 
feet to replenish the aquifer. 

Replenishing The Aquifer What This Means

How It Works
Water is carried 
into the recharge basin

The water seeps
into the ground

...and replenishes the aquifer
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How You Can Help

Install 
Water Smart 
Sprinkler 
Systems

Use Low 
Flow 

Toilets

Plant 
Water Wise 
Landscaping

Fix 
Leaky 

Faucets

is enough to serve  
the water needs for

square-feet of lawn are 
gone thanks to CVWD’s 
landscape rebate

acre-feet of water

Cross Section of Coachella Valley Aquifer

Consumers  
have reduced 
water use by20%

cvwd & dwa actions 
to conserve water
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